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Abstract:

This study aims to determine the usage of intermediate language in teaching Arabic as a foreign
language through the actual engagement in Arabic language classes from different language proficiency
levels for foreigners.

The study answers two main questions:
1.When the intermediate language is used through the classes of the Arabic language for foreigners?

2. Does the usage of intermediate language decreases with the increase of the language level
proficiency in Arabic language classes for foreigners?

According to the results we can say that the usage of intermediate language decreases with the increase
of the language level proficiency of the student. Intermediate language should not be over used in
beginner levels. Intermediate language in Arabic language classes for foreigners have been used for
different reasons like: explaining new abstract vocabulary that doesn’t have synonyms specially in
beginner levels without exaggerating. Teachers should take into consideration to gradually use the
teaching methods starting from the pictorial method moving to the descriptive method in teaching the
new vocabulary. Intermediate language is also to talk about the administrative issues (attendance,
announcements, important dates) and to give the student feedback about their linguistic performance.

Keywords: Intermediate language, Mother language, Affective filter, Language proficiency levels,
language usages, CEFR.
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“Language is a system that connects thoughts, which cannot be heard, seen or touched, with sounds,
letters, manual signs, or tactile symbols ““ (Delahunty & Garvey, 2010, p. 5)
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“A set (finite or infinite) of sentences, each finite in length and constructed our of a finite
set of elements” (Chomsky, 2002, p. 2)
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“Mother tongue is the first language one learners as a baby, the language one . 4
grows up knowing, which is also known as the native language. A child first
comprehends what is around them through the language they hear their
mother communicating in from before they are born and through their lives.”
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